O                                   THE COMPLETE

on beginning for himself, cannot but be most pleas-
ing to an ingenuous mind ; so, by such a choice of
companions or intimates, he will strike out, as it
were, a new train of business, and possibly receive
and confer a reciprocal benefit, without hurting any
other person.

But where this more eligible course cannot be
taken, the young mao, no doubt, is to acquaint
himself with his master's chapmen of both sorts;
that is to say, as well those he sells to, as, still more
particularly, those he buys of, that he may be able,
in the latter case, to purchase upon the best terms,
and so form his conduct, as well upon his master's,
as his own experience.

To hinder an apprentice from an acquaintance
with the dealers of both sorts, is somewhat like
Laban's usage to Jacob ; viz., keeping back the be-
loved Rachel, whom he served his seven years' time
for, and putting him off with a blear-eyed Leak in
lier stead ; it is, indeed, a kind of robbing him, tak-
ing from him the advantage which he served his
time for, and, perhaps for which his friends gave a
considerable sum of money writh him ; and sending
him into the world like a man out of a ship set
ashore among savages, who, instead of feeding, are
indeed more ready to eat him up and devour him.

An apprentice who has served faithfully and di-
ligently, ought to claim it as a debt to his inden-
tures, that his master should make him master of
his business, or enable him, as he ought, to set up
in the world ; for as buying is the first, so selling is
the last end of trade; and the faithful apprentice
ought to be fully made acquainted with them both,
or how can he be said to be taught the art and mys-
tery which, his master engages to learn him ?

3. In the next place, the apprentice, when his
time is near expiring, ought to learn his master's